
Modern slavery is a serious crime and
a violation of fundamental human
rights. The North East Lincolnshire
Modern Slavery Partnership is
committed to working collaboratively
to tackle this form of exploitation,
working within the North East
Lincolnshire Outcomes Framework to
ensure that “All people in North East
Lincolnshire live in a safe
environment".
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North East Lincolnshire Modern Slavery Partnership

Slavery is an umbrella term for activities involved when
one person obtains or holds another person in compelled
service. 
Someone is in slavery if they are:
 • forced to work through mental or physical threat 
• owned or controlled by an 'employer', usually through
mental or physical abuse or the threat of abuse 
• dehumanised, treated as a commodity or bought and
sold as ‘property’ 
• physically constrained or have restrictions placed on
his/her freedom
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Share information and intelligence on businesses,
addresses or persons of interest regarding modern
slavery or human trafficking.
Use intelligence to ensure that multi-agency
operations are effective.
Provide an appropriate and proportionate multi-
agency response for operations, working with
partners to agree protocols and procedures. 
Develop and implement innovative and shared
disruption approaches.

The operational group is a multi agency collective and
encompasses Humberside Police, Humberside Fire &
Rescue Service, Trading Standards, Housing partners,
Gangmasters & Labour Abuse Authority and
Immigration. 
The aim of the group is to:

Members of the group took part in Operation Aidant.   
 
Operation Aidant is co-ordinated by the National Crime
Agency (NCA). The operation is run nationally every year and
involves local police forces working alongside partner
agencies to focus on vulnerability, exploitation and modern
slavery.

Modern slavery and human trafficking (MSHT) in the UK is
far more prevalent than previously thought, according to the
National Crime Agency.

The campaign works to highlight the signs of modern slavery
which people may encounter in their everyday lives, and
encourage them to confidently report it.

Five nail bars were visited within Grimsby and one in
Cleethorpes, which were all intelligence led. The visits went
well with no further police action required. More operations
are planned in 2022

Operational group

Operation Aidant

Operational Group
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one third of parents (34%) would not feel confident spotting
the signs if their child was being used for County Lines
38% of parents would not know what to do if their/a child
had become involved in County Lines
37% would not feel confident about who to contact

This year's campaign focused on child criminal exploitation (CCE)
and County Lines*  following a report, released by the national
Modern Slavery Charity Unseen, that stated;

Messages included signs to spot and sign posted to Unseen
website with a link to further resources. 

To find out more about county lines go to 
 https://www.unseenuk.org/county-lines-campaign/

*County Lines is a word to describe the transportation of illegal
drugs usually but not exclusively by exploiting children.

County Lines Campaign

Communications
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The May event for the Modern Slavery
Champions focused on child criminal
exploitation. 

The champions had input from Dr Simon Green
from University of Hull, from Zoe Grindle from
GRAFT (gaining respect and finding trust) project
and from Andrew Smith at Humber Modern
Slavery Partnership. 

The event looked to raise awareness of local
projects and initiatives and give the champions
greater knowledge of child criminal exploitation.

The September event for the Modern Slavery Champions
focused on sexual exploitation. 

The champions learnt what services were offered by
Open Door for sex workers and what support is offered
by outreach workers. 

A Women in the Shadows film was viewed and discussed.
The Women in the Shadows series by The Clewer
Initiative looks to raise awareness on exploitation of
vulnerable women and girls in our communities. 

DS Rich Kirk also spoke about the work of the
Humberside Police Operation Wilberforce Team and
what they are doing to help combat sexual exploitation
locally and how to report concerns.

Focus for May event 
Child criminal exploitation

Focus for September event
Sexual exploitation

Champions Network
Events
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The online resources document has been so
well received and utilised within the borough
it was agreed that the existing document
would be updated with new resources added
to read, watch or learn. 
The document is split into timed segments so
even if someone only has a few minutes spare
they can still access something to read or
something to watch to gain further knowledge
and upskill. 

Healthcare professionals that sit on the
group asked if it would be possible to
create a brief guide. They had seen one in
another area and thought we could
replicate, making some amendments. 
The poster was to be displayed on wards,
in staffing areas and on notice boards as
well as being referenced within training
sessions for healthcare staff. 
The quick guides have been well received
with positive feedback.

Online resources document
updated

Quick guide for healthcare

Training
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